
How to Find Information 

About Your Ancestor’s 

Death



Records to Check

1. Vital statistics registrations (official government records)

2. Newspaper notices

3. Cemetery tombstones

4. Church records (useful when vital statistics registrations aren’t 

available)



Vital Statistics Registrations



Ontario Death Registrations

Ontario Death 

Registrations are 

searchable on 

Ancestry

Did you know?

Registration of deaths 

is a provincial 

responsibility.

In Ontario registration 

started in July 1869.



Ontario Death Registration for Guy 

Walton, 1910

Top section

Bottom section

Less information was 

provided on earlier 

registrations: date of 

death, place of death, 

date of birth, age and 

place of birth, 

occupation, marital 

status, name and birth 

place of father



Ontario Death Registration for John 

Wallace Walton, 1935

More recent death registrations 

provide more information:

names of parents (mother’s maiden 

name, if known), name of the 

informant and their relationship to the 

deceased and place of burial

NOTE: Check other sources

Depending on who provided 

the information, every section is 

not always filled out nor is the 

information always correct



Manitoba Vital Statistics Death 

Registrations

Other provinces 

have searchable 

databases for 

death registrations 

but you may have 

to order copies of 

the actual 

registrations for a 

fee



Websites for Death Registrations in 

Other Provinces

 British Columbia Archives

http://search-collections.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/Genealogy

 Manitoba Vital Statistics Index

http://vitalstats.gov.mb.ca/Query.php

 Nova Scotia Historical Vital Statistics

https://www.novascotiagenealogy.com/

 Provincial Archives of New Brunswick

https://archives.gnb.ca/Search/VISSE/?culture=en-CA

 Saskatchewan Vital Statistics Index

http://genealogy.ehealthsask.ca/vsgs_srch.aspx

http://search-collections.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/Genealogy
http://vitalstats.gov.mb.ca/Query.php
https://www.novascotiagenealogy.com/
https://archives.gnb.ca/Search/VISSE/?culture=en-CA
http://genealogy.ehealthsask.ca/vsgs_srch.aspx


Newspaper Notices



Death Notice in The Canadian 

Champion (Milton, Ontario)

Death Notice: A brief 

announcement which 

provides the person`s 

death date, 

information about the 

immediate family and 

the funeral 



Obituary from the Acton Free Press

Obituary: Provides biographical 

information about the deceased 

such as birth date and birth place, 

where they lived, occupation, and 

children. This may help you trace 

other family members.



Brantford Public Library’s Birth-Marriage-

Death Index to the Brantford Expositor

Check for an online BMD 

index if you know where your 

ancestor lived. You will need 

to look at the microfilm of the 

newspaper to see the 

complete notice.



Oxford County Library – Ingersoll 

Newspaper Indexes

Check for BMD 

indexes for specific 

newspapers on a 

library or archives 

website. See if they 

have indexed the 

year(s) you need.



Oxford County Library – Ingersoll 

Newspaper Indexes

Ingersoll Chronicle, 

December 12, 1907, p. 1

The text of some notices 

is included in the index. 

You can request other 

notices via email.



Ontario Community Newspapers Portal

Search many Ontario 

newspapers on this database

Some results just give the 

citation while others have 

digitized the complete notice 

or the page of the newspaper



Ontario Community Newspapers Portal

Results page with 

options to narrow down 

search in right column



Ontario Community Newspapers Portal

Check here to see if you 

can look at the digitized 

image of the newspaper on 

this website



More Recent Obituaries

Many current newspapers 

have their obituaries on 

the Remembering.ca 

website



More Recent Obituaries

Check sites like Legacy.com 

where you can search for more 

recent death notices in a wide 

variety of  Canadian and 

American newspapers

Note: Funeral homes’ 

websites often have 

recent obituaries



Websites Mentioned

 Brantford Public Library’s Birth-Marriage-Death Index 

https://www.brantfordlibrary.ca/Modules/History/BMD/Search.aspx

 Oxford County Library – Ingersoll Newspaper Indexes 

https://www.ocl.net/Services/Local-History/Ingersoll

 Ontario Community Newspapers Portal - http://news.ourontario.ca/

 Remembering.ca - https://www.remembering.ca/

 Legacy.com - https://www.legacy.com/

https://www.brantfordlibrary.ca/Modules/History/BMD/Search.aspx
https://www.ocl.net/Services/Local-History/Ingersoll
http://news.ourontario.ca/
https://www.remembering.ca/
https://www.legacy.com/


Cemetery Tombstones



Canada GenWeb’s Cemetery Project

Since information is 

provided by volunteers 

you won’t find every 

cemetery included in 

this database



Canada GenWeb’s Cemetery Project

You can search for a 

cemetery or a person’s 

name or browse the 

database by surname



Canada GenWeb’s Cemetery Project

Click on the person’s name 

to see the tombstone



Canada GenWeb’s Cemetery Project

Ventry Cemetery, Grey 

County, Ontario

Photo by: Bonnie Lee 

Breadner (2013)



Canadian Headstones

Another Canadian 

cemetery website where 

the information is 

contributed by volunteers



Canadian Headstones

Click on “View Details” to 

see the complete 

transcription on the 

tombstone



Canadian Headstones



Find A Grave

Find a Grave includes 

cemeteries from around the 

world. You can narrow the 

search down by location by 

clicking on the Browse option



Find A Grave

Click on the name 

to get the details



St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church 

Cemetery, Scarborough, Ontario

Useful information:

➢Wife’s maiden name

➢Husband’s full name

➢Complete birth and 

death dates

NOTE: Be sure to check 

this information in other 

sources for accuracy

Note: Knowing the 

woman’s maiden 

name can help you 

find her parents and 

other family members



Cemetery Websites Mentioned

 Canada GenWeb Cemetery Project 

https://cemetery.canadagenweb.org/

 Canadian Headstones

https://canadianheadstones.com/

 Find a Grave

https://www.findagrave.com/

https://cemetery.canadagenweb.org/
https://canadianheadstones.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/


Church Records – Burial 

Information



Church Records

To find church records you need to:

1. Figure out the family’s location at a specific time

2. Find out their religious affiliation (try the census)

3. Discover the location and the name of the appropriate 

church, minister, etc. through historical reference material

4. Find out if the relevant registers still exist and where they are 

currently kept



Church Records

Register of St. Mark’s and 

St. Andrew’s Churches in 

Niagara which includes 

350 burials on Early 

Ontario Records website



Church Records

St. Paul’s Anglican 

Church, Fort Erie 

(baptisms and 

burials), Part Three on 

Early Ontario Records 

website



FreeReg

Access Church of 

England burial records 

by searching the Parish 

Registers transcribed by 

volunteers



FreeReg



FreeReg

Information provided 

about the burial –

some fields have 

links that will provide 

more information



Websites Mentioned

 Early Ontario Records (Bill Martin, Thunder Bay)

http://my.tbaytel.net/bmartin/earlyont.htm

 FreeReg

https://www.freereg.org.uk/

http://my.tbaytel.net/bmartin/earlyont.htm
https://www.freereg.org.uk/
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