
City Directories



Why Directories Are Useful to 

Genealogists

 Find out where your ancestors were living between censuses

 Figure out an ancestor’s possible dates of arrival and departure

 May be the only way to find an ancestor if they weren’t registered to 
vote, didn’t own land, and weren’t listed on a particular census

 Find other family members living in the same city

 Information may lead you to other records



History of Canadian Directory Publishing 

(Library and Archives Canada)

Learn about the 

history of city 

directories in 

Canada



Earliest Surviving Canadian Directory 

(Library and Archives Canada)

Directory for the City and 

Suburbs of Quebec 

(Volume 1) was published 

in 1790



Province of Canada Directory, 1851 

(Library and Archives Canada)

Earliest provincial 

directory: Province of 

Canada Directory, 1851,  

cities and towns in what 

later became Ontario 

and Quebec



Farmers and Business Directories 

(Library and Archives Canada)

Farmers and business 

directories were published 

for townships in Ontario 

between 1870 and 1910



Canadian Directories Collection 

(Library and Archives Canada)

You can do a keyword 

search for names in 

some of the directories



Canadian Directories Collection 

(Library and Archives Canada)



Canadian Directories Collection 

(Library and Archives Canada)



Canadian Directories Collection 

(Library and Archives Canada)

Some of the directories 

are only available in 

PDF format



Canadian Directories Collection 

(Library and Archives Canada)

Download a 

section of the 

directory and 

browse the pages



Canadian Directories Collection 

(Library and Archives Canada)



Information Usually Provided

 Name

 Address

 Occupation

 Employer

 Spouse (Note: Not always listed, especially in early directories)



Name Section



Street Section



Additional Information in 

Directories



Advertisements

Check to see if your 

ancestor’s business was  

advertised



Map of City

Look for a map to 

see where your 

ancestor lived



Historical Sketch

Learn about the 

city where your 

ancestor lived



Abbreviations & Addenda

Check for a list of 

people who were too 

late to get in the 

names section

Abbreviations often 

used to keep entries 

brief; make sure you 

know what they mean



Business Directory

Check for your 

ancestor’s name in 

the business section 

of the directory



Miscellaneous Directory

Early directories often 

listed people involved in 

local government, the 

fire department, etc.



Churches

Check for a list of 

churches that  your 

ancestor might have 

attended



Societies

Your ancestors might 

have belonged to some 

local organizations



Index to Advertisers

A quick way to 

see which 

businesses had 

advertisements in 

a directory



Things to Remember…

 Inclusion in a directory was usually voluntary

 People missed in one directory may be included in the next

 Names were often misspelled so check for variations

 If you have an address check the street section for the name

 Depending on who provided the information it may be incorrect

 Check for a list of abbreviations to make sure that you are 

interpreting the information correctly



Examples of Digitized City 

Directories



Toronto City Directories (Toronto Public 

Library)



Toronto City Directories (Toronto Public 

Library)



Toronto City Directories (Toronto Public 

Library)



Internet Archive

Do a keyword 

search for city 

directory



Internet Archive

Browse the 

directories or 

narrow down 

the results from 

the options in 

the left column



Internet Archive

Canadian 

content includes 

a collection of 

directories from 

Peterborough



British Columbia City Directories 

(Vancouver Public Library)

Choose a year 

to see what 

directories are 

available



British Columbia City Directories 

(Vancouver Public Library)

Go to a specific 

section of the 

directory



British Columbia City Directories 

(Vancouver Public Library)



Peel’s Prairie Provinces (University of 

Alberta)

Directories for 

cities in 

Manitoba, 

Saskatchewan 

and Alberta



Peel’s Prairie Provinces (University of 

Alberta)

Choose a city to find 

out which directories 

are available



Peel’s Prairie Provinces (University of 

Alberta)

Click on cover to start 

browsing this directory; do a 

keyword search for a name; 

check to see the other 

years that are available



Canadiana

Do a keyword 

search for city 

directories



Canadiana

Narrow down 

to “serials” in 

left column



Canadiana



Hathi Digital Trust

Search for “city 

directory” using 

quotations



Hathi Digital Trust

Narrow down 

search results by 

choosing option in 

left column such as 

date and place of 

publication



Hathi Digital Trust



Ontario Ancestors: The Ontario 

Genealogical Society (FamilySearch)

Sign up for a free account to 

access Ontario directories 

digitized in partnership with 

Ontario Ancestors



Ontario Ancestors: The Ontario 

Genealogical Society (FamilySearch)

Choose Search and 

then Books to access 

the directories



Ontario Ancestors: The Ontario 

Genealogical Society (FamilySearch)

Do a search for 

“city directory” 

to find all of the 

digitized 

directories on 

this website



Ontario Ancestors: The Ontario 

Genealogical Society (FamilySearch)

Scroll down to the 

bottom of the 

FamilySearch Digital 

Library page and click 

on Ontario Ancestors to 

look at the digitized 

Ontario directories



Ontario Ancestors: The Ontario 

Genealogical Society (FamilySearch)

Choose Subject in 

the left column to 

narrow down your 

search to a 

specific location



Ontario Ancestors: The Ontario 

Genealogical Society (FamilySearch)



Kitchener Public Library – Directory 

Digitization Project

City and county 

directories have 

been digitized 

from 1864 to 1940



Kitchener Public Library – Directory 

Digitization Project



Kitchener Public Library – Directory 

Digitization Project



Historical Directories of England and 

Wales



Historical Directories of England and 

Wales

Choose a 

specific location 

or browse all of 

the directories



Historical Directories of England and 

Wales

Narrow down 

results in left 

column



Ancestry

Search for “city 

directory” in the 

Card Catalogue



Ancestry

Search for your 

ancestors in 

Canadian 

directories from 

1819 to 1906



Ancestry



Ancestry



Websites Mentioned

 Library and Archives Canada – Canadian Directories Collection
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/directories-
collection/Pages/directories-collection.aspx

 Digital Toronto City Directories (Toronto Public Library)
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/history-genealogy/lh-digital-
city-directories.jsp

 Internet Archive
https://archive.org/

 British Columbia City Directories (Vancouver Public Library)
https://bccd.vpl.ca/

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/directories-collection/Pages/directories-collection.aspx
https://www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/history-genealogy/lh-digital-city-directories.jsp
https://archive.org/
https://bccd.vpl.ca/


Websites Mentioned

 Peel’s Prairie Provinces (University of Alberta)

http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/collections.html

 Canadiana

https://www.canadiana.ca/

 Hathi Digital Trust

https://www.hathitrust.org/

 FamilySearch

https://www.familysearch.org/en/

http://peel.library.ualberta.ca/collections.html
https://www.canadiana.ca/
https://www.hathitrust.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/


Websites Mentioned

 Kitchener Public Library – Directory Digitization Project

https://www.kpl.org/localhistory/directories

 Historical Directories of England and Wales

http://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4

 Ancestry (temporary access from home for BPL cardholders)

https://www.kpl.org/localhistory/directories
http://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4
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