
Resources for Genealogists 

at Canadian Archives



Library and Archives Canada
“As the custodian of our distant past and recent history, Library and 

Archives Canada (LAC) is a key resource for all Canadians who wish to 

gain a better understanding of who they are, individually and collectively. 

LAC acquires, processes, preserves and provides access to our 

documentary heritage and serves as the continuing memory of the 

Government of Canada and its institutions.”

Library and Archives Canada

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx


Library and Archives Canada

Choose “Search the 

Collection” and 

“Ancestors search” 

to find genealogy 

databases at the 

national archives



Library and Archives Canada

Databases are listed 

by subject



Library and Archives Canada - Acts of 

Divorce, 1841-1968

Learn about the 

information provided 

and how to search 

each  database



Library and Archives Canada - Acts of 

Divorce, 1841-1968

Did You Know:

From 1840-1968 many 

divorces were granted 

by private acts of the 

Parliament of Canada



Library and Archives Canada – Marriage 

Bonds, 1779-1858 – Lower & Upper Canada

A man would post a 

bond at the courthouse 

to show that he 

intended to get married



Library and Archives Canada – Marriage 

Bonds, 1779-1858 – Lower & Upper Canada



Library and Archives Canada – Marriage 

Bonds, 1779-1858 – Lower & Upper Canada

Look at the 

digitized copy of 

the marriage bond 

for additional 

information



Library and Archives Canada –

Canadian Censuses

Search all of the 

Canadian historical 

censuses on the 

Library and Archives 

Canada website



Library and Archives Canada –

Naturalization Records, 1828-1850 – Upper 

Canada and Canada West

Database of names 

of 2,967 people who 

were naturalized 

between 1828 and 

1850



Library and Archives Canada –

Naturalization Records, 1828-1850 – Upper 

Canada and Canada West



Library and Archives Canada –

Naturalization Records, 1828-1850 – Upper 

Canada and Canada West

Digitized copy of 

the record is 

available. Click 

on image to see 

more information.



Library and Archives Canada – Passenger 

Lists and Border Entries, 1925-1935 – Nominal 

Indexes

Search this database for people 

who came to Canada by ship 

between 1925 and 1935



Library and Archives Canada – Passenger 

Lists and Border Entries, 1925-1935 – Nominal 

Indexes



Library and Archives Canada – Passenger 

Lists and Border Entries, 1925-1935 – Nominal 

Indexes

Find out how to 

get copies of the 

information



Library and Archives Canada – Land 

Petitions of Upper Canada, 1763-1865

Anyone who wanted land 

had to submit a written 

petition to say why they 

deserved a grant



Library and Archives Canada – Land 

Petitions of Upper Canada, 1763-1865

More information 

may be 

available on 

microfilm



Library and Archives Canada – Land 

Grants of Western Canada, 1870-1930

Database contains more 

than 670,000 references to 

land grants issued in 

western Canada



Library and Archives Canada – Land 

Grants of Western Canada, 1870-1930



Library and Archives Canada – Land 

Grants of Western Canada, 1870-1930

Digitized map 

showing where 

land was located



Library and Archives Canada – Personnel 

Records of the First World War

Can search all of the 

records or just one 

particular group



Library and Archives Canada – Personnel 

Records of the First World War



Library and Archives Canada – Personnel 

Records of the First World War



Library and Archives Canada – Personnel 

Records of the First World War

The complete 

personnel record 

has been digitized 

and is available on 

the website



Archives of Ontario
“The Archives of Ontario is the largest provincial archives in Canada, 

and the premier source of information about the history of the land we 
now call Ontario and its people.”

Archives of Ontario

http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/index.aspx


Archives of Ontario

Choose “Access 

Our Collections” to 

see available 

resources



Archives of Ontario – The Changing 

Shape of Ontario

Find out how the 

borders of Upper 

Canada and Ontario 

have changed over the 

years to make sure that 

you are looking for 

family records in the 

right township/county



Archives of Ontario – Microfilm 

Interloan Catalogue

Find out which 

Archives’ microfilm 

you can borrow 

through interlibrary 

loan at your local 

public library



Archives of Ontario – Archives 

Descriptive Database

Search this 

database to see 

holdings at the 

Archives



Archives of Ontario – Archives 

Descriptive Database



Archives of Ontario – Archives 

Descriptive Database

Click on title to 

get more 

information 

about this file



Archives of Ontario – Archives 

Descriptive Database

More detailed 

information on 

this record and 

how to get it



Archives of Ontario – Research Guides 

and Tools

Staff have written 

numerous research 

guides to explain 

how to do research 

on a specific topic



Archives of Ontario – Research Guides 

and Tools

Tells you when this 

research guide was 

last updated



Archives of Ontario – Vital Statistics: Birth, 

Marriage, and Death Registrations

Provides detailed 

information about 

Ontario birth, 

marriage and death 

registrations and 

where to find them



Archives of Ontario – Vital Statistics: Birth, 

Marriage, and Death Registrations



Archives of Ontario – Toronto Emigrant 

Office Assisted Immigration Registers 

Database

One of the 

searchable 

databases on the 

Archives’ website



Archives of Ontario – Toronto Emigrant 

Office Assisted Immigration Registers 

Database



Archives of Ontario – Toronto Emigrant 

Office Assisted Immigration Registers 

Database



Archives of Ontario – Second Heir and 

Devisee Commission Case Files Database

This Commission heard 

and decided land 

claims from heirs, 

devisees or assignees 

of original nominees



Archives of Ontario – Second Heir and 

Devisee Commission Case Files Database



Archives of Ontario – Second Heir and 

Devisee Commission Case Files Database

Find out how to see 

the information in this 

file



Other Provincial Archives



British Columbia Archives

Search the database for 

birth, marriage and 

death registrations. 

Check to see the years 

that are available 

before starting your 

search.



British Columbia Archives

Digitized copy of 

death registration 

available for 

viewing on website



Provincial Archives of Alberta

Check the birth, 

marriage and 

death indexes for 

Alberta



Provincial Archives of Alberta

Years 

available



Provincial Archives of New Brunswick

Find the genealogical 

resources for New 

Brunswick by clicking 

on the Search tab



Provincial Archives of New Brunswick



Public Archives an Records Office 

(Prince Edward Island)



Public Archives an Records Office 

(Prince Edward Island)

Search this database 

to find genealogical 

information for PEI



Archives Canada



Archives Canada

Provides links to 

Canadian 

repositories with 

archival resources 

that may be useful to 

genealogists



Archives Canada

Do a keyword 

search or 

choose one of 

the browse 

options



Archives Canada



Archives Canada

Record explains what 

the material is and 

where it is located



Links to Websites



Websites Mentioned

 Library and Archives Canada
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx

 Archives of Ontario
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/index.aspx

 British Columbia Archives
http://search-collections.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/Genealogy

 Provincial Archives of Alberta
https://provincialarchives.alberta.ca/

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.archives.gov.on.ca/en/index.aspx
http://search-collections.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/Genealogy
https://provincialarchives.alberta.ca/


Websites Mentioned

 Provincial Archives of New Brunswick

https://archives.gnb.ca/Archives/?culture=en-CA

 Public Archives and Records Office (Prince Edward Island)

https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/service/search-public-archives-

material-online

 Archives Canada

http://www.archivescanada.ca/

https://archives.gnb.ca/Archives/?culture=en-CA
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/service/search-public-archives-material-online
http://www.archivescanada.ca/


Other Provincial Archives

 Provincial Archives of Saskatchewan

https://www.saskarchives.com/

 Archives of Manitoba

https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/

 Bibliotheque et Archives Nationales du Quebec

https://www.banq.qc.ca/accueil/

https://www.saskarchives.com/
https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/
https://www.banq.qc.ca/accueil/


Other Provincial Archives

 Nova Scotia Archives

https://archives.novascotia.ca/

 The Rooms (Newfoundland and Labrador)

https://www.therooms.ca/collections-research

https://archives.novascotia.ca/
https://www.therooms.ca/collections-research
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